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The Glory of Gospel Ministry: Part 5 
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

 

REVIEW/CONTEXT 
2:12-17 Christian ministry that is centered on Jesus Christ will always be triumphant 

before God. 
3:1-6 (Pt. 1) The indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit is a glorious reality of the Gospel.  
3:7-18 (Pt. 2) The ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ is far better and more glorious than the 

ministry of the Old Testament Mosaic Law. 
4:1-6 (Pt. 3) The gospel of Jesus Christ brightly reveals the glory of God. 
4:7-18 (Pt. 4) Christians can persevere through suffering in gospel ministry because of God’s 

glorious promises. 
 

STRUCTURE OF PASSAGE 
5:1-5  For we know that if the tent…is destroyed, we have a building from God… (5:1) 
   For…we groan… (5:2) 
   For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened… (5:4) 
    …not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be clothed… 
 
5:6-8  So we are always of good courage. We know that… (5:6) 
   …while we are at home… 
   …we are away… 
   …for we walk by faith… (5:7) 
  Yes, we are of good courage… (5:8) 
   …we would rather… 
 
5:9-10  So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please Him. (5:9) 
   For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ… (5:10) 
 

EXPOSITION  

BIG IDEA: The gospel of Jesus Christ gives Christians a confident courage regarding eternal life. 

 
I.  Christians have steadfast confidence in their Heavenly Father’s promise to give 

them eternal and perfectly glorified bodies that will forever replace their 
current transient and decaying physical bodies. (5:1-5) 
 

• Paul contrasts our current, temporary, and transient bodies (“tent,” “mortal”) with our 
future, eternal, and permanent bodies (“building,” “house,” “heavenly dwelling,” 
“further clothed,” “life”). 
 

• Notice the important role of the Holy Spirit in a Christian’s physical life. (5:5) 
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II.  Christians have steadfast courage through faith in Jesus Christ’s promise of 
being forever with Him in His glorified presence. (5:6-8) 
 

• John 14:1-4; 16:20-22; 17:24; Romans 6:6-8; Ephesians 2:6; Philippians 1:23; Colossians 
3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14, 17; 5:9-10; 2 Timothy 2:11-12; Revelation 19:7-9; 20:4 
 

• “Walking by faith and not by sight” gives us a correct perspective of both the present 
and the future. (4:16-18; Romans 8:24-25) 

 
 

III.  Christians have a confident and courageous ambition to please Jesus Christ with 
their physical lives. (5:9-10) 
 

• Paul focuses on where the Christian’s true “home” is and who it is with. (5:8-9) 
 

• Christians must choose to be steadfast in living for Jesus Christ’s approval.  
(1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 

• Jesus Christ will give eternal rewards to Christians who please Him in how they used 
their physical bodies for either “good or evil.” (Romans 14:7-13; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15;  
2 Timothy 4:8) 

 

OBSERVATIONS, IMPLICATIONS, & APPLICATION 
 

1.   Our Triune God has committed Himself to transforming our physical bodies and 

recreating them as eternally perfect. (5:1, 5, 8-10)  

 

• God the Father (“God” – 5:1, 5) 

• God the Holy Spirit (“the Spirit” – 5:5) 

• God the Son (“the Lord” – 5:6, 8; “Him” – 5:9; “Christ” – 5:10) 

 

2.  Paul discusses our present physical bodies and our future glorified bodies throughout 

his other Epistles.  (1 Corinthians 15:35-58; Romans 8:16-30; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 

Philippians 3:20-21) 

 

3.  What drives you to please Jesus Christ with your life—especially with how you use your 

physical body in a way that pleases Him? (Titus 2:13-14) 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Read the next section (2 Cor. 5:11-15) and look for connecting words, phrases, and themes. 


