
July 24, 2022 ODBC Sunday PM Bible Study 

1 

Characteristics of a Grace-Driven Ministry: Part 2  
2 Corinthians 1:15-22 

BIG IDEA: God’s grace empowers a ministry of Christian honesty.  

 
Exposition 
I.  Paul declares the honesty of his intentions to visit the Corinthians. 

(1:15-16) 
 

• 1 Corinthians 16:5-6; 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:1 
 

• Paul’s 4-fold desire: 
o “To come to you” 
o “To visit you” 
o “To come back to you (from Macedonia)” 
o “(To) have you send me on my way to Judea” 

 

• Paul’s desire to see them was an ongoing reality that never left him. 
 

• Most of all, Paul desired to see the Corinthian church be blessed spiritually. 
 

• This spiritual blessing would have to involve the Corinthian’s church’s relationship with 
Paul being fully restored. 

 

II.  Paul defends the honesty and integrity of his ministry decisions. (1:17-18)  

 

• Paul asks 2 rhetorical questions—both have an obvious “no” inherent in them. 
 

• Paul appeals to the faithfulness of God that he has always been honest and sincere with 
the Corinthians. 

 

III.  Paul defends the honesty and integrity of his ministry team. (1:19-20)  

 

• Matthew 5:33-37 
 

• Numbers 23:19 
 

• Paul appeals to the character of Christ as God’s ultimate expression of truth and then 
uses this reality as the confidence and validation of his ministry also being true and 
honest. 
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IV.  Paul highlights the divine authority behind their ministry. (1:21-22)  

• God’s authority and commissioning of Paul’s ministry was his best defense! 
 

• Notice how Paul presents a Trinitarian focus (God, Christ, Spirit). 
 

• Notice also how Paul includes the Corinthian believers as recipients of God’s grace: 
o “Who has established us with you in Christ” 
o “has anointed us”   
o “has also put His seal on us” --  
o “given us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” 

 

• God is never dishonest or “vacillating” when it comes to His anointing, sealing, and 
imparting of His Holy Spirit to indwell Christians. In the same way, Paul’s ministry 
mirrored the ministry of God, specifically in having a ministry of honest transparency 
and integrity.   

 

Observations 
1.   Honesty is never optional or “out of style” for Christians. 

 

 

2.  When honesty is a constant theme of your life, defending your life and ministry against 

slander and lies can be done in a way that is both gracious and bold as you stand for the 

truth.  

 

 

3.  Honesty involves making a clear case for your actions when needed for the sake of unity 

and reconciliation in the Church. 

 

Questions/Application 
1.   Are you honest in your mindset, actions, and motives as a Christian? 

 

2.   Do you care enough for the spiritual well-being of your brothers and sister in Christ that 

you would risk offending them if it meant showing them their need to pursue Christ? 

 

3.   Believe in and depend on God’s grace each day to have an honest testimony before God 

and man. 

 
 

BIG IDEA: God’s grace empowers a ministry of Christian honesty.  


