








BIG IDEA:

God’s victory comes 
through His Word.





The region of Galilee



The Wilderness of Judea



VICTORY IN THE WILDERNESS
• Jesus Christ was “led by the Spirit” into 

the wilderness for 40 days. (4:1-2)
➢ This was a clear example of Jesus submitting 

to the Holy Spirit’s leading.

➢ Luke has referenced the Holy Spirit at least 9 
times before this section begins. (1:15, 35, 41, 
67; 2:25-27; 3:16, 22)

➢ There seems to have been ongoing Satanic 
temptation during these 40 days (“being 
tempted”).



• Jesus Christ was “led by the Spirit” into 
the wilderness for 40 days. (4:1-2)

➢ Jesus fasted for this entire period of time, 
which implies that He was in a constant 
mindset of prayer to His Father.

VICTORY IN THE WILDERNESS



• Luke mentions 3 specific ways that Satan 
tempted Jesus.
➢ Satan’s 1st temptation focused on dependence 

(4:3-4).

➢ Satan tempted Jesus to “prove” that He really 
is the Son of God by taking matters into His 
own hands instead of depending on His 
Father’s good provision and timing.

➢ Jesus countered with the Word of God
(Dueteronomy 8:3).

VICTORY IN THE WILDERNESS



Dueteronomy 8:1-3

1 The whole commandment that I command 
you today you shall be careful to do, that you 
may live and multiply, and go in and possess 
the land that the LORD swore to give to your 
fathers.  



Dueteronomy 8:1-3

2 And you shall remember the whole way that 
the LORD your God has led you these forty 
years in the wilderness, that He might humble 
you, testing you to know what was in your 
heart, whether you would keep His 
commandments or not.  



Dueteronomy 8:1-3

3 And He humbled you and let you hunger and 
fed you with manna, which you did not know, 
nor did your fathers know, that He might make 
you know that man does not live by bread 
alone, but man lives by every word that comes 
from the mouth of the LORD.



• Luke mentions 3 specific ways that Satan 
tempted Jesus.

➢ Satan’s 2nd temptation focused on worship 
(4:5-8).

➢ Satan tempted Jesus to accept instant 
approval and glory by doing things His way 
instead of His Father’s way.

➢ Jesus again countered with the Word of God
(Dueteronomy 6:13).

VICTORY IN THE WILDERNESS



Dueteronomy 6:13

It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you 
shall serve and by His name you shall swear.



• Luke mentions 3 specific ways that Satan 
tempted Jesus.

➢ Satan’s 3rd temptation focused on trust      
(4:9-12).

➢ Satan tempted Jesus to doubt that His Father 
would uphold His promised protection.

➢ Satan knows God’s Word well! Satan craftily, 
yet inappropriately, used God’s written Word 
(Psalm 91:11-12).

VICTORY IN THE WILDERNESS



• Luke mentions 3 specific ways that Satan 
tempted Jesus.

➢ Jesus countered a final time with the Word of 
God (Dueteronomy 6:16).

VICTORY IN THE WILDERNESS



Dueteronomy 6:16-17

16 You shall not put the LORD your God to the 
test, as you tested Him at Massah.  

17 You shall diligently keep the 
commandments of the LORD your God, and His 
testimonies and His statutes, which He has 
commanded you.  



Exodus 17:1-7

1 All the congregation of the people of Israel 
moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, 
according to the commandment of the LORD, 
and camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water for the people to drink.  

2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses 
and said, "Give us water to drink." And Moses 
said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the LORD?"



Exodus 17:1-7

3 But the people thirsted there for water, and 
the people grumbled against Moses and said, 
"Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and our livestock with thirst?"  

4 So Moses cried to the LORD, "What shall I do 
with this people? They are almost ready to 
stone me."



Exodus 17:1-7

5 And the LORD said to Moses, "Pass on before 
the people, taking with you some of the elders 
of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with 
which you struck the Nile, and go.  

6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the 
rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, 
and water shall come out of it, and the people 
will drink." And Moses did so, in the sight of 
the elders of Israel.  



Exodus 17:1-7

7 And he called the name of the place Massah 
and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the 
people of Israel, and because they tested the 
LORD by saying, "Is the LORD among us or 
not?“
• Massah – “testing, trial, proving”
• Meribah – “quarreling, contention, strife”



• Luke mentions that Satan departed from 
Jesus Christ temporarily (4:13).

➢ Satan’s temptation should be of a concern to 
us because of our weakness.

➢ However, Jesus Christ’s power in and through 
us should greatly comfort us!

➢ His victory over sin makes our victory 
possible!

VICTORY IN THE WILDERNESS



1.  There are some interesting parallels 
between Jesus and Adam’s 
testing/temptations.

• Both involved food and something that was 
desirous to the eyes/appetite.

• Both involved the authority of God’s Word.
• Both involved the distortion of God’s Word.
• Adam responded with a lack of discernment 

and obedience to God’s Word.
• Jesus responded with spiritual guidance and 

obedience to God’s Word.

OBSERVATIONS



2.  Jesus passed the tests that both Adam 
and the people of Israel in the 
wilderness did not pass.

• Adam: Authority of God’s Word
• Israel: Idolatry

OBSERVATIONS



3.  Jesus was “led by the Spirit” into this 
wilderness season of temptation.

OBSERVATIONS



4.  God’s Holy Spirit working through His 
Holy Word is more powerful than Satan 
or any demon’s temptation!

OBSERVATIONS



Psalm 119:9-11

9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By 
guarding it according to Your word.  

10 With my whole heart I seek You; let me not 
wander from Your commandments!  

11 I have stored up Your word in my heart, that 
I might not sin against You. 



1 Corinthians 10:13-14

13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not 
common to man. God is faithful, and He will 
not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but 
with the temptation He will also provide the 
way of escape, that you may be able to endure 
it.  
14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 



Hebrews 2:17-18

17 Therefore He had to be made like His 
brothers in every respect, so that He might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
the service of God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people.  
18 For because He Himself has suffered when 
tempted, He is able to help those who are 
being tempted. 



Hebrews 4:12-16

12 For the word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and 
of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.  
13 And no creature is hidden from His sight, 
but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of 
Him to whom we must give account.  



Hebrews 4:12-16

14 Since then we have a great high priest who 
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our confession.  
15 For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as 
we are, yet without sin.  
16 Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 



BIG IDEA:

God’s victory comes 
through His Word.



1.  What lies about God (or about God’s 
Word) is Satan tempting you to believe?

• “You don’t need God—He is not good.”
• “God could never forgive you for this!”
• “God used to love you—but not anymore.”
• “You are going to Heaven—it doesn’t 

matter how you live on Earth.”
• “God’s Word is not fair.”
• “Science (or man’s word) knows better 

than God and His outdated Word.”

QUESTIONS



2.  What truths about God are you holding 
onto by faith?

• God is always good.
• God is always sovereign.
• God is always holy.
• God is always gracious.
• God is always loving – He is love!
• God is always faithful.
• God is always truthful.
• God’s Word is always sufficient to meet 

your every need.

QUESTIONS



1.  Trust and obey the Word of God’s 
authority and power.

• True victory depends on it!
• Your life depends on it!

APPLICATION



2.  Depend fully on the Holy Spirit’s leading 
and guidance.

• God will never call or lead you to disobey 
His Word.

• God will never tempt you to sin.
• God will never trick you into following the 

wrong path.

APPLICATION



3.  Submit your life to God’s perfect plan, 
even though it will include difficult 
wilderness seasons of testing.

• God’s way is always best.
• God’s Word is always true.
• God’s wisdom is always right.
• God’s will is always holy.
• God’s work in you will be accomplished! 

(Philippians 1:6)

APPLICATION



BIG IDEA:

God’s victory comes 
through His Word.





Christ’s victory
over sin and death

not only makes our victory
over sin’s temptations 

possible—but through Christ
our victory over sin and death

is as certain as God’s Word
is true and without error.


