






THE TEXT – 2 Kings 6:24-7:20
• The Israelites in Samaria are being besieged 

by the Syrians. The details given reveal their 
acute fear and desperation. (6:24-31)

➢ The combination of fear and unbiblical faith can 
cause people to become so desperate that they 
will do the unthinkable to try to lessen their fear. 

➢ Whenever we do anything that goes against God’s 
Word, it is sin (murder, cannabilism, lying). Israel 
was at a very low-point spiritually. Cannibalism 
was a form of God’s punishment. (Leviticus 26:29)



THE TEXT – 2 Kings 6:24-7:20
• The king of Israel (Jehoram) in his words 

and actions also reveals his lack of faith in 
God and the acute desperation that his 
fear has caused. (6:27, 30-31)

➢ When leaders submit to fear instead of faith in 
God, they not only set a wrong example for 
their people, but they fall themselves into 
further sin.



THE TEXT – 2 Kings 6:24-7:20
• King Jehoram sends a messenger to  

Elisha, who lived in Dothan                  
(about 10 miles away). 

• Elisha knows that this “messenger” does 
not come in peace but was sent to kill him.

• The king’s message further betrays his lack 
of sound faith in the LORD. (6:32-33)



THE TEXT – 2 Kings 6:24-7:20
• Elisha commands King Jehoram to “hear 

the Word of the LORD.” (7:1-2)

➢ God was going to completely reverse their 
situation by the next day.

➢ The people would have plenty of food to eat 
and plenty of money to buy more food.

➢ The king’s “captain” doubted and mocked God’s 
Word through Elisha.  



THE TEXT – 2 Kings 6:24-7:20
• Elisha commands King Jehoram to “hear 

the Word of the LORD.” (7:1-2)

➢ Fear, when it is given full control, turns our 
hearts to stone. We stop trusting in the power 
and sovereignty of God over the natural, 
physical realm.

➢ Elisha rebuked the unbelieving officer and told 
him that he would see this take place but would 
not get to participate in enjoying it.



THE TEXT – 2 Kings 6:24-7:20
• Four lepers make an amazing discovery 

early the next morning. (7:3-8)

➢ God had caused fear to overwhelm the Syrian 
army, so much so, that they fled and left with 
only their lives.

➢ These lepers eat their fill, gather much spoil, 
and then reflect on what really is taking place.



THE TEXT – 2 Kings 6:24-7:20
• The four lepers send news to King Jehoram 

about the good news. (7:9-15)

➢ King Jehoram doubts their word and suspects 
that the Syrians are “playing wolf” and setting 
a trap. He sends a scouting team to see if the 
lepers’ story is really true.

➢ Not only did the lepers tell the truth, but the 
Syrians left a path of over 20 miles of items that 
they abandoned because of their fear.





THE TEXT – 2 Kings 6:24-7:20
• The Israelites are saved from their enemy 

and God’s Word is proven true, even down 
to the finest of details. (7:16-20)

➢ The people fulfill God’s Word in selling flour and 
barley, which they recovered from the Syrians.

➢ The king’s “captain” who mocked and doubted 
God’s Word sees God’s deliverance but gets 
trampled to death before he can eat any of the 
food.



“Seeing is believing?”
While this pithy, idiomatic expression 

is many times based on
past expectations not being fulfilled, 

or on expecting empty promises,
this phrase has no place

in the living out of biblical faith
in response to God’s Word.



Hebrews 11:1-3

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen. 

2 For by it the people of old received their 
commendation.  

3 By faith we understand that the universe was 
created by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was not made out of things that are 
visible.



Hebrews 11:5-6

5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should 
not see death, and he was not found, because 
God had taken him. Now before he was taken 
he was commended as having pleased God. 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please 
Him, for whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that He exists and that He 
rewards those who seek Him. 





BIG IDEA:
Trust God’s Word 

completely,
especially when you are 

confronted with fear.



Biblical faith,
when confronted by fear…

• …pursues God’s glory.

• …trusts God’s Word completely.

OBSERVATIONS



1.  Is fear tempting you to think things about 
God that are not true?

• Doubting God’s goodness
• Doubting God’s sovereignty
• Doubting God’s wisdom
• Doubting God’s grace
• Doubting God’s love
• Doubting God’s faithfulness
• Doubting God’s truth
• Doubting God’s Word

QUESTIONS



2.  Is fear tempting you to do things that you 
know are not pleasing to God but are 
sinful?
• Not reading God’s Word and praying
• Not worshiping and serving God
• Not loving God and loving others
• Not pursuing God’s glory
• Resorting to worry and anxiety
• Resorting to selfishness and self-centeredness
• Resorting to bitterness against God and others
• Resorting to anger and frustration

QUESTION



3.  What is your battle plan for dealing with 
past, present and future fear(s)?

QUESTION

Trust God’s Word 
completely,

especially when you are 
confronted with fear.



Psalm 56:3-4

3 When I am afraid, I put my trust in You.  

4 In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I 
shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to me? 



BIG IDEA:
Trust God’s Word 

completely,
especially when you are 

confronted with fear.


