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Jesus Christ Responds to Inaccurate Expectations 
(Luke 7:18-35) 

 

Big Idea: Trust God’s plan and timing,  
especially when it goes against your initial expectations. 

 
Context – Luke 7:11-17 

Jesus Christ just showed great compassion towards a grieving widow as He 
miraculously raised her son from the dead. Jesus revealed that He was greater 
than all the Old Testament prophets. 
 

Narrative 
I.   Jesus Christ graciously responds to an imprisoned and discouraged 

prophet. (7:18-23)  
A. John (“the Baptist”) received word in prison about the crowd’s 

response to Jesus’ miracles (3:18-20). 
 

B. John sends a message to Jesus with a simple yet profoundly 
discouraged question. 

 
C. Jesus was currently performing many miraculous works. 

 
D. Jesus sends a message of gentle, compassionate encouragement to 

John. This is the last interaction Luke records between John and Jesus 
before John’s execution (9:7-9). 

  
II.   Jesus Christ graciously commends both John the Baptist’s faithful ministry 

as well as God’s sovereign plan for John the Baptist. (7:24-30)  
A. Jesus publicly commends John’s faithfulness, courage and boldness—

He did not put him down! 
 

 
B. Jesus commends the faithful fulfillment of Old Testament prophesies 

in God’s sovereign plan. 
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C. Jesus commends all who are chosen by God to partake in the 
blessings of God’s new era of salvation! John looked forward to God’s 
coming Kingdom, but the Old Testament was still in play. (16:16) 

 
D.  The people respond in faith while the religious leaders and lawyers 

continue in unbelief. 
 

III.   Jesus rebukes the fickle unbelief and inaccurate expectations of “this 
generation.” (7:31-35)  
A. Jesus pictures all who do not believe in Him as fickle, demanding, and 

unsatisfied children. 
 

B.  Those who have wisdom from God will believe in the unified 
message that both John the Baptist & Jesus Christ are preaching: 
“Behold the Lamb of God,” & “Repent—for God’s Kingdom is very 
near!” 

 
Observations 

1.  Jesus did not rebuke a discouraged prophet when he was down. Rather, He 
encouraged him to not give up the faith.  
 

2.  Jesus will routinely use the phrase “this generation” to refer to those who 
do not believe in Him but instead determine to go their own way in life 
(9:41; 11:29-32; 50-51; 17:25; 21:32). 

 
Application 

God’s plan & timing for your life is always good, especially when His actions are 
far different than your original or desired expectations. Submit your expectations 
to His perfect goodness. 


