
March 24, 2019 – Open Door Bible Church – Evening Service 

1 
 

Jesus Christ’s Compassion for a Grieving Widow  
(Luke 7:11-17) 

 

Jesus Christ is our perfect Prophet because of His divine compassion and power.  

 
Context – Luke 7:1-10 

Immediate context: Luke records Jesus ministering to a Gentile, but not just a 
common non-Jewish person, but a servant of a Roman centurion. This was a 
reminder that God has sent Jesus to be the Messiah of the world, not just for the 
nation of Israel. 
 
Greater context: Remember back to Jesus’ first sermon and the reference to 
Elijah’s ministry to a widow (4:24-26).   
 

Narrative 
I.   Two differing crowds converged upon one another. (7:11-12)  

A. One crowd was hopeful and was following Jesus with growing 
momentum and anticipation.  

 
B. The other crowd was hopeless and was following a widow and her 

deceased son with great mourning and anguish. 
 

C. The widow’s societal problem compounded the hopelessness of this 
moment. 

 
D. This sad procession was a stark reminder of how sin’s curse of death 

dominated the human race. 
  

II.   Jesus Christ brings the widow’s dead son back to life. (7:13-15)  
A. Jesus first spoke a word of compassion to the grieving widow. 

 
B. Jesus then spoke a simple yet powerfully authoritative word of 

command to the dead man. 
 

C. The “dead young man” came to life immediately! 
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III.   Both crowds were united in praise to God. (7:16-17)  
A. Everyone responded with worshipful fear and awe. 

 
B. The people gave God the glory and, although imperfectly, they 

recognized God’s supernatural presence with them. (1:68, 79) 
 

Observations 
1.  Jesus Christ did not put on any theatrics—He simply spoke the command 

and the man was made alive. 
 

2.  Jesus Christ’s compassion on this widow resulted in a blessing to both her 
and her son as well as all the people. 

 
3.  Jesus Christ far eclipsed the Old Testament miracles of Elijah and Elisha. 
 

Application 
1.  When you see others grieving, are you moved with compassion towards 

them? 
 
2.  When we show compassion to others, God is glorified as we mirror the 

gracious actions of Jesus Christ. 
 
3.  Never let your status in society—or even here at ODBC—tempt you to 

incorrectly think that you are somehow “above” showing compassion to 
others. 

 
4.  Jesus Christ knows every grief and pain you undergo—and He is moved 

with compassion towards you. 
 
 


