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Love Your Enemies (Luke 6:27-36) 

BIG IDEA: Loving your enemies is not an option—it’s Jesus Christ’s command. 

 
Context 

6:20-26   Jesus Christ just challenged His disciples to think and live differently than the world. 
 

• The Jews hated their Roman “oppressors” and saw them as their primary 
enemies. 
 

• The Jews also hated the Herodian non-Jew “kings.” 
 

• The Jews desired a “messiah” who would destroy their enemies and free them 
from their oppression. 

 
Narrative 

I.   Love your enemies—just like you would want to be treated. (6:27-31)  
 

A. Do good to those who hate you. (6:27) 
 

B. Bless those who curse you. (6:28a) 
 
C. Pray for those who abuse you. (6:28b) 

 
D. Make it clear that you desire peace in your actions rather than violence. (6:29; 

Romans 12:17-21) 
 

E. Have a godly perspective towards your possessions. (6:30) 
 

II.   Love your enemies—just like God shows kindness and mercy to His enemies. (6:32-36) 
 

A. Beware of only showing reciprocal love, goodness or generosity. (6:32-34) 
 
B.  Because God is kind to the ungrateful and to the evil, you must be kind. (6:35) 

 
C.   Because God is merciful, you must be merciful. (6:36) 
 
D.  As you love your enemies, do so with the hope of future, eternal reward. This is not 

a hopeless calling! 
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Observations 
 
1.  All of us are born into this world as God’s enemies. Yet God has shown us amazing 

kindness, mercy and love. 
 

2.  Jesus Christ was speaking to a large crowd of His enemies, even though His disciples 
wouldn’t necessarily have described themselves that way (Romans 5:10). 

 
3.  The level of your love and thankfulness to God is reflected in how well you love your 

enemies. (7:47) 
 

Application 
 
1.  Remember that every Christian used to be one of God’s enemies. Be humble as 

you love your enemies. 
 
2. Remember that you need God’s grace and mercy.  

Be gracious and merciful as you love your enemies. 
 

3.  Remember that God will always keep His promises. Be hopeful as you love your 
enemies. 

 
4. Remember that every Christian is called to trust and obey in this way. Be aware 

of others within the Body who are struggling to love their enemies—and come 
alongside them with biblical encouragement. 


