
January 27, 2019 – Open Door Bible Church – Morning Service 

The Wilderness Temptation of Jesus Christ (Lk. 4:1-13) 

BIG IDEA: Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our perfect Savior, never yields to sin’s temptations. 

 

I.   Jesus Christ was “led by the Spirit” into the wilderness for 40 days. (4:1-2) 
A.  This was a demonstration of submitting to the Holy Spirit’s leading and plan.   
 
B. Luke has mentioned the Holy Spirit at least 9 times up to this point (1:15, 35, 41, 67; 2:25-27; 

3:16, 22). 
 
C.  There seems to have been ongoing Satanic temptation during these 40 days: “being tempted.” 
 
D. Jesus fasted for this entire time period, which implies that He was in a constant mindset of 

prayer to His Father.   
 

II.   Luke mentions three specific ways that Satan tempted Jesus Christ. (4:3-12) 
Every temptation dealt with “the Devil” wanting to be in control over Jesus Christ’s decisions and actions.  

A.  The 1st temptation focused on dependence. (4:3-4) 
 

1. Satan tempted Jesus Christ to “prove” that He really is the Son of God by taking matters into 
His own hands rather than depending on His Father’s provision and timing. 

 
2.  Jesus Christ countered with the Word of God (Deuteronomy 8:3). 

 

B.  The 2nd temptation focused on worship. (4:5-8) 
 

1. Satan tempted Jesus Christ to accept instant approval and glory by doing things his way 
instead of His Father’s way. 
 

2. Jesus Christ countered again with the Word of God (Deuteronomy 6:13). 
 

C.  The 3rd temptation focused on trust. (4:9-12) 
 

1. Satan tempted Jesus Christ to doubt that His Father would uphold His promised protection. 
 

2. Satan knows God’s Word well! He craftily, yet inappropriately, used God’s written Word. 
 

3. Jesus Christ countered a final time with a correct and powerful application of God’s Word 
(Deuteronomy 6:16). 

 

III.   Luke mentions that Satan departed from Jesus Christ temporarily. (4:13) 
 

Application 
1.  Trust and obey the Word of God’s authority and power. 
 
2.  Depend fully on the Holy Spirit’s leading and guidance. 
 
3.  Submit your life to God’s perfect plan, even though it will include difficult seasons of testing. 


